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Without a moment hesitation she answered him in these vereses : ——
“Izuru hi no Honomeku iro wo Waga sode ni Tsutsumaba asu mo Kimiya tomaran.”
(“If with my sleeve I hide the faint fair colour of the dawning sun, —— then, perhaps, in the moring
my lord will remain”.]
Another reading is possible : but this one gives the signification of the answer intended.
(XHEES)
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My dear Otani :

1 suppose that, when you ask me to express my “approval” or non-approval of a society for the study of
literature, etc., you want a sincere opinion. My sincere opinion will not please you, I fear ; but you shall
have it.

There is now in Japan a mania, an insane mania, for perfectly useless organizations of every
discription. Societies are being formed by hundreds, with all kinds of avowed objects and dissolved as fast
as they are made. It is a madness that will pass —— like many other mad fashions ; but it is doing
incomparable mischief. The avowed object of these societies is to do something useful ; the real object

is simply to waste time in talking, eating and drinking. The knowledge of the value of time has not yet
even been dreamed of in this country.

(NEREEH)
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