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Miss Barkley said, ‘you're not an Italian, are you?’ ‘Oh, no.’
Rinaldi was talking with the other nurse. They were laughing.
‘What an odd thing—to be in the Italian army.’

‘It’s not really the army. It’s only the ambulance.’

‘It’s very odd though. Why did you do it ?’

‘I don’t know,’ I said. 'There isn’t always an explanation for everything.’ (3)
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‘You’re the American in the Italian army ?’ She asked.

‘Yes, ma’am.’

‘How did you happen to do that ? Why didn’t you join up with us ?’

‘I don’t know,’ I said, ‘Could I join now ?’

‘I'm afraid not now. Tell me . Why did you join up with the Italians ?

‘1l was in Italy,’ I said, ‘and I spoke Italian.’ (4)

A ZVEHRIZEML Twad, ~>Y) OB HIZ, ‘I was in Italy,” I said, ‘and I spoke
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I looked at the carabinieri. They were looking at the newcomers. The others were
looking at the colonel. I ducked down, pushed between two men, and ran for the river,
my head down. (5)
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They got off at Gallarate and I was glad to be alone. I had the paper but I did not

read it because I did not want to read about the war. I was going to forget the war.
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I had made a separate peace. I felt damned loudly and ----- (6)
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------ and I thought about Tolstoy and about what a great advantage an experience of
war was to a writer. It was one of the major subjects and certainly one of the hard-
est to write truly of, and those writers who had not seen it were always very jeal-
ous and tired to make it seem unimportant, or abnormal, or a disease as a subject,
while, really, it was just something quite irreplaceable that they had missed. (7)
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‘Don’t talk about the war,” I said. The war was along way away. --*- I had the
feeling of a boy who thinks of what is happening at a certain hour at the schoolhouse
from which he has played traunt. (8)
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‘I feel like a criminal. I've deserted from the army.’

‘Darling, please be sensible. It’s not deserting from the army. It’s only the Italian

army.’ (9)
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‘Let’s not think about anything.’ (10)
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He fought now in this war because it had started in a country that he loved and he
believed in the Republic and that if it were destroyed life would be undearable for
all those people who believed in it. (11)
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What were his politics then ? He had now, he told himself. But do not tell anyone
else that, he thought. Don’t ever admit that. And what are you going to do after-
wards ? I am going back and earn my living teaching Spanish as before, and I am going
to write a true book. I'll bet, he said. I'll bet that will be easy. (12)
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Here in Spain the Communists offered the best discipline and soundest and sanest
for the prosecution of the war. He accepted their discipline for the duration of the
war because, in the conduct of the war, they were the only party whose programme
and whose discipline he could respect. (13)
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You're not a real Marxist and you know it. You believe in Liberty, Equality, and
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Fraternity. You believe in Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. Don’t ever kid
yourself with too much dialectics. They are for some but not for you. You have to
know them in order not to be a sucker.-::--* But afterwards you can discard what you
do not believe in. (14)
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I have fought for what I believed in for a year now. If we win here we will every-
where. The world is a fine place and worth the fighting for and I hate very much to
leave it. (15)
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